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Architects are
Specifying Cypress

Read the inside scoop on what the
professionals have to say about
their experiences with, and reasons
for, sourcing cypress. Click here

Skyscrapers Built Out of Wood?

While many of us are familiar with two-by-four
construction for homes, architect Michael Green believes
new advances in wood construction will allow for wood
buildings to be built 20 stories tall, and even higher.
That may initially sound like a lot of timber, but Mr.
Green says that the amount of wood needed to build
a 20-story building grows about every 13 minutes in
North American forests.
As environmentally friendly design continues to shape
homes and buildings, architects are becoming more
creative in how they use wood to combat carbon
emissions and climate change. It’s no secret, it’s
science. Healthy trees sequester carbon while they are
growing, and that carbon is stored throughout the useful
life of the wood products made from that tree.
Watch this video to hear what he has to say.

Cypress Fence Displays Durability

People who work with cypress on a regular basis say the wood’s natural durability is
a plus for long-wearing outdoor applications, such as fencing and other landscape
design elements. An excellent example of this is a cypress fence that dates back to
the 1920s at the historic Mission House in Stockbridge, Mass.
Originally built on Prospect Hill in 1742, the Mission House was disassembled and
rebuilt from 1926-30 at its present location on Main Street. As part of the relocation,
renowned landscape architect Fletcher Steele designed a colonial-style garden,
which he enclosed with a cypress fence—a fence that still stands today.
In early 2013, The Trustees of Reservations, which operates and maintains the
National Historic Landmark as a museum, hired contractor Peter Hamm to restore
small sections of the fence that have deteriorated over the years. Remarkably, the
majority of the fence was still in great condition.
“I’d say about 95 percent of the original cypress posts are still in use,” Hamm said.
“We preferred to replace damaged sections with cypress, and it made sense, given
the durability of the wood over the last 80-plus years.”
“All the components were treated with a clear preservative,” Hamm added. “The new
cypress also was treated with a semi-transparent stain to blend in with the original.”
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