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10 Fast Facts

Did you know a naturally
occurring preservative called
cypressene is produced in
cypress heartwood, making
it resistant to insects,
decay, and other damaging
elements? It’s true!
Click here for more.

Cypress Timbers are the
Building Blocks of Newbern
When rural Newbern, Ala., was in
need of a community center, four
architectural students teamed
up to design what is now the
multifunctional Newbern Town
Hall. Completed in February
2013, the community’s new
civic center is reminiscent of the
region’s heritage as a lumber
center and a compelling showcase
for cypress, one of its hardiest,
most distinctive and historically
important native woods.

To connote the dignity and significance of a civic structure, the
team chose to incorporate heavy cypress timbers, rather than a
traditional structural frame and cladding. The 1,909-square-foot
building’s walls were constructed by stacking 16 rows of 8-by-8inch locally sourced cypress timbers.
Click here to read more.

Underwater Cypress Forest Found
Off the Coast of Alabama

A 50,000-year-old cypress forest was discovered off
the coast of Alabama. Ben Raines, a diver, found the
half-square-mile ancient forest 60 feet below the
surface of the Gulf of Mexico. He said the trees are so
well-preserved that when they are cut, they still smell
like fresh cypress sap.
Click on the photo to watch a video

The cypress trees were likely preserved in an oxygen-free environment under ocean sediment until
Hurricane Katrina uncovered them in 2005.
“These stumps are so big, they’re upwards of two meters in diameter - the size of trucks,” said
Grant Harley, a dendrochronologist (someone who studies tree rings) at the University of Southern
Mississippi. “They probably contain thousands of growth rings.”
Click here to read more about the discovery on LiveScience.com.
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